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Students speak out Associated Students of Saint Mary's progresses
against sexual assault and violence Revisions will provide future groups with greater efficacy, clarity, transparency
bv Gabi Reves-Acosta
Assistant News Editor

We can see them throughout
campus - the tall blue emergency
posts that stand solitary in various parking lots and hallways. In
the dark, their bright blue light
is a small comfort to students,
especially women, walking to
their cars, dorms, or anywhere
on campus. The mere fact that
these posts are even necessary is
a sad testament to the state of
sexual assault at Saint Mary's
and worldwide, particularly at
college campuses. These posts
are around so that students
in need of help can press that
button and hopefully someone
comes in time to save their
life. Wednesday night's Take
Back the Night event sought to
commemorate all of those who
weren't saved in time, whose
lives were changed by sexual
violence, and to provide hope for
a future where emergency posts
aren't necessary.
I
According to the U.S. Depart"---==
tofJusti: e' at·onal"Crirne ·
Victimization Survey, someone
in the United States is sexually
assaulted every two minutes, and
sixty percent of those assaults go
unreported. The numbers are
scary and overwhelming, but
Courtesy of Damaris Nielsen
Take Back the Night was created
From left: seniors Steven Canete, Marshal Caro, Damaris Nielsen, and junior Will Hawley make up the 2011-2012 ASSMC executive team.
more than twenty years ago to
tell the world that a woman's
bv Ashley Hagin
the previous spring. Serving as organized several events in order helped organize the S. T. 0. P
body is her own, and that it's
Editor-in-Chi~
Interim President, ASSMC Vice to involve and support students campaign in response to the two
disappointing that a woman
President for Administration, in on-campus activities and de- reported sexual assault cases on
cannot go out at night without at
campus.
The goal for this academic junior Will Hawley, facilitated c1s10ns.
least a momentary fear of being year was transparency. Senior student elections in the fall, reNielsen organized several of
As part of the campaign,
violated.
Damaris Nielsen, President sulting in Nielsen's presidency. the events this semester. The first, Nielsen "organized and planned
The event kicked off at of the Associated Students of This setback, says Martinez, a town hall meeting addressing a pledge for students to stand up
Hagerty Lounge, where emcees
Saint Mary's College (ASSMC), led directly to one of ASSMC's sustainable water (the "Tap In" for victims of sexual assault."
Hannah Friedman and Gabby
and Assistant Dean of Student greatest accomplishments: the campaign), allowed students the In response to Governor Jerry .
Fernandez of the Women's
Life Ete Martinez Anderson, revision of the Constitution, By- opportunity to discuss water Brown's proposed Cal Grant cuts,
Resource Center introduced the ASSMC's advisor, believe this laws, and Election Code. "The re- purity on campus. At the meet- she also took part in organizing
various speakers and performers.
vision will provide future groups ing, 150 aluminum water bottles the Fight For You Education
goal has been reached.
Karen Mendonca, a member of
At the beginning of the fall se- with greater efficacy, clarity and were distributed to attendees in and Save the Cal Grant event,
Moraga 's Town Council and mester, the Associated Students transparency," she says.
order to encourage students to facilitating letter signing for the
former mayor of Moraga , was were missing a President due to
Using transparency as a theme, utilize tap water. In conjunction
one of those speakers. "The issues with the election process the ASSMC Executive Council with the student Senate, Nielsen see ASSMC, p3
ability to walk at night and not
be afraid," she said, "isn't talked
about enough."
One of the more surprising
speakers was Michael Urbina, a Students are shown Renaissance spirit in event modeled after the Court of Lorenzo de' Medici
sophomore rugby player. For an
event that is usually attended by
into an authentic Renaissance ex- Claude Rheal-Malary, respectively, pasta, and tiramisu.
bV Charlie Geuse
an overwhelmingly female audiStaff Writer
perience. Modeled after the Court among many other professors and
The Notte in Piazza was sponsored
ence, Urbina's speech about the
of Lorenzo de' Medici in Florence, historical figures. Musical and dance by the departments of Art and Art
difficulties that girls face growSaint Mary's students and the over two dozen faculty members performances from members of the History, Modem Languages, and
ing up in a world where their public were treated to a Renaissance participated by dressing in costume Performing Arts department com- Sociology, as well as the Dante Club,
bodies are worshiped was a bit of experience at the Florentine Notte in and playing different anachronistic menced the festivities with the true
the Intercultural Center, and Russ
a surprise, albeit a pleasant one. Piazza: A Night at the Court of the artists, thinkers, and other figures sound and dance of the Renaissance.
Tiberii. The evening also doubled as
"I don't want [my daughter] to
Medici event on Tuesday night in of the Renaissance. Caterina de'
Participants and spectators were Seminar event for the 17th and 18th
grow up in a society where she
the Chapel following a banquet in Medici, Dante, and Machiavelli were escorted afterward to Dryden Hall, Century Seminar.
is told to only use her body," he
Dryden Hall.
represented by professors Donna where they were met with exquisite
The event immersed observers Olson, Brother Michael Meister, and dining, including a fully-roasted pig, see PIAZZA, p3
see WOMEN, p3

A taste of Renaissance through dance and festivities
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Crime Beat
04/13112
10:32 p.m.
Incident : Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana, paraphernalia and knives
in Sabatte Hall; referred to Community Life.
04/13/12
9:38 p.m.
Incident: Medical.
Synopsis: Intoxicated student
in Soda Center, no transport;
referred to Community Life and
Health & Wellness Center.
04/13/12
10:00 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Public intoxication in
Aquinas Hall, no medical attention needed; referred to Community Life.
04/13/12
10:53 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist and property damage.
Synopsis: Five broken windows
and cut to hand, knife confiscated
in Korth Academic Center and
Missions and Ministry Center;
referred to Community Life.
04/14/12
12:36 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise complaint and
underage possession and consumption of alcohol in Augustine
Hall; referred to Community Life.
12:37 a.m.
04/14/12
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation in
Guerrieri East; referred to Community Life.

04/14/12
1:20 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation an
public intoxication in Justin and
Mitty quad; referred to Community Life.
1:45 a.m.
04/14/12
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Public intoxication in
De La Salle parking lot; referred
to Community Life.
04/14/12
2:10 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation in Ferrogiarro Hall; referred to Community Life.
2:46 a.m.
04/14/12
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana paraphernalia in Upper
De La Salle parking lot; referred
to Community Life.
3:21 a.m.
04/14/12
Incident: Joyriding.
Synopsis: Damage to golf cart in
townhouses driveway; referred
to Community Life and Facilities Services.
04/14/12
3:19 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise complaint in
KSMC studio; referred to Community Life.
04/14/12

4:46 p.m.

Incident: Vandalism and damaged property.
Synopsis: Posters and notices torn
off walls in lobby of Syufy Hall;
referred to Community Life.
04/14/12
9:00 p.m.
Incident: Traffic collision.
Synopsis: Non-injury and minor
damage of vehicle in front of
Filippi Academic Hall; referred
to Community Life and Loss
Prevention.
04/15/12
11:30 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Injury to student from
guest of student in Guerrieri
West; referred to Community
Life.
12:11 a.m.
04/15112
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation in
Guerrieri West; referred to Community Life.
04/14/12
12:36 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation in
Guerrieri West; referred to Community life.
10:15 a.m.
04/16/12
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Visitor on campus
passed out in Dante Hall, no
transport; suspended.
04/16/12
9:02 p.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Harassing telephone
messages in North Claeys ; re-

ferred to Community Life and
Moraga Police.
12:19 a.m.
04/16/12
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Student not feeling
well in Ageno East, no transport;
referred to Community Life and
Health & Wellness.
04117/12
1:27 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation in
Ageno A; referred to Community Life.
04/17I12
10: 16 p.m.
Incident: .Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana, paraphernalia and underage
student with alcohol in Aquinas
Hall; referred to Community
Life.
04/18/12
1:57 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation in De
La Salle Hall; referred to Community Life.
04/18/12
5:25 p.m.
Incident: Damaged property.
Synopsis: Broken window in
Mitty Hall; referred to Community Life and Facilities Services.
04/18/12
11:14 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana, alcohol and paraphernalia
in Ageno A ; referred to Community Life.
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WOMEN: Speakers offer insight on assault
continued from page 1
said. He even told the audience,
looking down from shyness, "I'm
a feminist."
Although there were many
speakers that offered thoughtful
and insightful words, there were
also those that reminded us of
the horrors of sexual assault.
Teresa Del Real, a current Saint
Mary's student, read her
poem entitled
"I'm not okay,"
her voice often
breaking as she
recounted the
darkness of
her past sexual
assaults. The
poem ends
with a ray of
hope, as she
told the audience that even
though she
isn't there yet,
she knows that
someday she
will be okay.
H o p e
ran strong
throughout
the evening,
as story after
story and performance after
performance
resonated not
only the sad.
ness and horror that comes with
sexual assault but also the knowledge that there are resources and

people who are ready and willing to offer support and a voice
to say that everything will not
always be dark. Jack Schmidt of
Community Violence Solutions,
a rape crisis center that serves
Contra Costa County, and a representative from the Counseling
Center stepped forward to tell

students and other attendees held
signs and chanted anti-violence
slogans.
The night concluded at the
chapel, where a candlelight
vigil was held. Brother Dominic,
who offered a blessing at the
beginning of the evening and
spoke again during Open Mic,

Max Crowell/COLLEGIAN

the audience that they are here
for victims, current and future.
A march was held after, where

simply stated, "We gotta bring
hope into the world, hope to the
wounded."

PIAZZA: Event
conceptua I izes
medieval times
continued from page 1

St. Mary's Storage Place!
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Come in and visit us anytime! When you do,
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Older students may remember
Notte in Piazza events in the past,
which were conceptualized and executed primarily by Italian Professor
Maria Grazia de Angel is with more
emphasis on medieval times. After
being placed on hiatus last year,
the event returned this year primarily at the helm of Italian Professor
Costanza Dopfel. Jn an interview
with the Collegian last week, Dopfel
described the event's attempts at engrossing Saint Mary's in a distinctly
Renaissance experience.
"Rather than an attempt to showcase Italian culture, it is an attempt
to showcase how the intellectual
tradition of Renaissance Italy is sti II
alive and reflected in Saint Mary's
intellectual activities," Dopfel said.
"The Seminar program is pa1t of
that conversation that started in the
Renaissance. This enclave of thinkers and scholars in 21st century
Saint Mary's could have been the
thinkers and ~cholars in 15th Century
Florence."
This event encompassed hours of
strenuous work and other challenges
that gave students an authentic window into the Renaissance, showing
how the Renaissance spirit continues
at Saint Mary's College. The Notte
in Piazza is expected to return next
March, according to Dopfel.

ASSMC: Revisions
made to the student constitution

Calendar
Votive Mass
Tuesday, April 24
5:15p.m. -6:00Jtm.
01apel
Contaet Denis BlOCk

x81S4
Bea and Cia's Jload to ltenya
Wednesday, April 25
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Dr. Phyllis MetcalfTumer
x4033
Speed Mock Interview with
Latino Professionals
Wednesday, April 26
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Intercultural Center
Contact La Hermandad
hennandad.stmarys@gmail.com

Jazz Barut
Thursday, April 26
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact John Maltester
maltester@comcast.net

Social with the Brothers
Friday, April 27
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fenlon Hall
Contact Denis Block
x8154
.

....

...

-

Friday, April 27
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Ferroggiarro Quad
Contact David Lobato & Lisa
Doherty

camival@stmarys-ca.edu

6th Annual Lu'au
Friday, April 27
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.ro.
Soda Center
Contact the Intercultural Center
x8545
Softball Crab Feed
Friday, April 27
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Bertain Redwood Grove
Contact the Alumni Office

events(q:;stmarys-ca.edu

Planning an
event?
Want it in

The Collegian?
E-mail us with the details of your event at:
collegian@stmarysca.edu
or call for more info.:
(925) 631-4279

Sorry, but due to space
limitations we cannot
list
individual club meetings.

3

Campus

continued from page 1

student body.
Senior Marshal Caro, Associated Students Vice President
for Student Affairs, oversees all
student organizations. Starting
in the fall, Caro said, "I realized
that new organizations were receiving an inadequate amount of
personal and financial support." ·
New organizations previously
were denied funding until a year
after becoming chartered, which
Caro recognized was a huge setback. The new process "ensures
that their governing documents
are completed effectively, while
also giving them access to funding that will allow them to develop their leadership skills and
sponsor events," Caro said. The
change has had a huge impact:
"Due to this process, the retention rate of new organizations
has increased from last year's ten
percent to 87 . 5 percent."
Hawley, who was directly involved with the revision of the
governing documents of the Associated Students, feels that the
revision will directly affect the
future of student government.
The governing documents can
be found on the ASSMC website,
which Hawley maintains.
The current Executive Council, which consists of Nielsen,
Hawley, Caro, and Vice President
for Finance senior Steven Canete,
collectively helps to guide the
policy of the Associated Students. Council members receive
a yearly $3,500 stipend.
Elections for the 2012-2013
Executive Council occurred on
March 20-21. Joey Van Loon was
elected President, Leslie Salvador was elected Vice President
for Administration, Natalie Franzini was elected Vice President
for Student Affairs, and Amir
Behnoud was elected Vice President for Finance.

24, 2012

2012 River of Words
Saturday, April 28
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Sara Mutnolo
x8556
Alwnni Awards Celebration
Saturday April 28
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Moraga Country Club
Contact the Alumni Office
x8744
Dante's "Club Inferno"
Monday, April 30
Tuesday, May I
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Barry Horowitz

x4439
Professor of the Year
Monday, April 30
5:00pm-7:00pm
Soda Center
Contact Chandra Commer
x8890

J

4

Tuesday, April

24, 2012

THE COLLEGIAN

Living for the moment
Imaginary Invalid entertains, tells audience to 'live it up'

ETOUR

SMC Cribs

Jaclyn Magbitang &Paige Palmer

ter Angelique (Chelsea Paslay) to
by Charlie Guese
a ditzy doctor (Oliver Reyes) and
Staff Writer
send his other daughter Louison
(Kathleen Esling) to a convent.
"All We Have is Now" is not just Meanwhile, Argan's wife Beline
the closing number of The Imagi- (Tatiana Ray) schemes to take all
nary Invalid; it also reflects the pace his money after his death. Toinette,
at which the Saint Mary's Perform- played by junior Caitlin Arndt, is
ing Arts department operates.
the only character who provides staThe backstage of the LeFevre bility and sensibility in Argan's life.
theatre appeared to be in a per- In an interview on Friday, Arndt
petual frenzy last week during the discussed the other characters' deproduction of ·the Moliere master- pendence on Toinette in the play
piece in which the hypochondriac as well as the inspirational message
Argan, played by senior Liam Cal- that resonates with the audience.
lister, discovers the true value in
"Toinette has a big responsibilhis debilitated life. Cast members ity, and I think a lot of people can
and crew alike walk in artful disar- relate to that," Arndt said. "She
ray before show time just as direc- tries to make sure that everybody
tor Reid Davis attempts to instill else is okay, and in the end, she realsome semblance of order to make izes that she needs to focus on hersure the performance discharges self too."
with finesse. Following months of
After two hours of a whimsical,
rehearsals that started in Febru- hilarious series of events, the proary, the cast and crew were put to duction ends on a meaningful note
the test last week in Wednesday- with the entire cast singing "All We
through-Sunday performances.
Have is Now," showing how everyFrench literature enthusiasts one must live in the moment.
will find some jarring changes to
Arndt discussed this theme by
the Moliere comedy, including the saying, "There's a complete mesby Jazo Moises
change of setting to an early 1960s sage at the end to embrace life and
Assistant Detour Editor
Parisian apartment. Characters live it to the fullest every day, even
were transformed into sixties glam though ridiculous things may be goDuring senior year, Saint
and flower power. The script was ing on. You never know which day
Mary's students' living situations
altered to make many modern ref- will be your last, so you might as
typically consist of living off-camerences, jokes, and improvisational well live it up and love where you
pus on Ascot or Donald, away
lines, and the added comic relief are right now."
from the watch of Public Safety
bordered on scatological humor at
As the characters of The Imagior Resident Advisors.
Hownary Invalid tread through the chaos
times.
ever, some seniors want to savor
Still, the production largely of their own lives, the cast and crew
their last moments here at Saint
stayed true to the seventeenth cen- of the production must hope that
Mary's by living on campus one
tury play in keeping with traditional the result of their own chaos in profinal time. Seniors Paige Palmer
plot lines surrounding Argan, who ducing the show is that the audience
· and Jaclyn Magbitang decided to
attempts to marry off his daugh- leaves with this important message.
spend these last few semesters living on-campus in the Syufy townhouse. Not only did they move in
last August, but they also decided
to make the room their own.
Palmer and Magbitang attribute their friendship to their
shared passion for music. Palmer,
Collegiate Seminar Events * Spring 2012
who has lived on campus all four
years, is a Communication major
and a Music minor, while Magbitang is double majoring in both
Music
and Business AdministraA New Play by the Quixotic Players 11 Written by Steve Tillis
tion. Both Palmer and Magbitang spent their sophomore year
January Term in New York where
they took a class on Broadway
Musicals and Plays. New York
is where they first became roommates, and since then, they've

CLUB INFERNO

WELCOME TO DANTE'S HELL!
Enter the hellish nightclub, where Dante comes face to face
with his greatest fears in this new adaptation of

Dante's Inferno.
Live actors and puppets populate
this twisted new version of Hellwhere horror, pathos, and Divine Comedy mingle.

Monday, April 30
Tuesday, May 1
5:00 & 8:00 PM
Soda Center, FREE!
NLEITHER X4903

Jazo Moises/CO LLEGIAN

done many things together including performing at Performing
Arts department recitals, together
in Saint Mary's Choirs (including
Chamber Singers and the Saint
Mary's Glee Club), and in the
Voice of Broadway ensemble.
Their room in Syufy does not
use the fluorescent lighting that
is in most other residence halls.
Instead, they strung Christmas
lights across their ceiling. For
ease, they even installed a Clapper, which assists in turning on
and off the lights without using
their hands. In the middle of the
room is a couch and coffee table
used for lounging, hanging out,
and studying.
Magbitang's side of the room
has lots of shades of blue, both
on her wall decorations and on
her bedspread. The highlight of
her side of the room is her piano.
Magbitang, who is majoring in
music, was required to become
proficient in piano. However,
along with her music teacher, she
decided to take it one step further.
Last month at her senior recital,
she performed a classical piece
and accompanied herself while
singing pop hits by Sara Bareilles,

Lady Gaga, and Adele.
On the other side of the room,
Palmer covered her wall with pictures of her, her friends, and celebrities. She jokes, "my wall is
kind of like my brain." Obsessed
with the entertainment industry
and fashion, her wall is covered
with pictures of clothes, actors,
singers, and places. While Palmer
was away one weekend, Magbitang went over to her roommate's
side and post-it note labeled each
picture on her roommate's side
of the room. One of Palmer's
favorites was a note labeled "not
Tobey McGuire" on a picture of
Andrew Garfield as Spider Man.
Palmer also owns a TiVo system,
which is helpful for her to catchup on and to rewatch her favorite
television shows.
Though most seniors enjoy the
freedom that comes with living
off-campus, Palmer a°"d Magbitang definitely enjoy the convenience and the fun that comes
with living in the townhouses.
As their college years come to a
close, they will never forget the
memories that have been made
here at Saint Mary's.
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ETOU
Have You Heard? Saint Mary's Cow-llege
POP ETC
bll Carlo Sosa
Staff Writer

You might have seen a Reese's
commercial where two of the
chocolate covered peanut butter
cups come together to look like
gears, or that one for Sony's 3D
TV, where black screens were
passing through people, highways, buildings, lions, and cars.
These two commercials feature the song "Excuses" by The
Morning Benders, one of the
up-and-coming bands of 2010.
The former UC Berkeley students
released a critically acclaimed album with catchy, radio-friendly
singles, scheduled a world tour,
and started to become a household name. However, their stops
at the UK may have changed
their path to success just a little
bit. Frontman Chris Chu issued
a statement on the band's website that the name "The Morning
Benders" was seen in a homosexual light by the UK audiences.
"Benders" is apparently another
term for "gay". They didn't want
to have a name that is demeaning
to the gay community, and they
wanted audiences to focus on the
music, not the name of the band.
With that, POP ETC (read as
".Pop Etcetera") was born. To go
with the change of name was a
shift in creative direction. They recently released a free EP entitled
"Mixtape," with 11 new songs

This is what happens when cows invade campus:

that shy away from their good,
old, indie-pop flavor. They went
from jangling, reverb-heavy guitars, to an electronic/ syn th based
sound that's reminiscent of Gorillaz or Phantogram. Chu said that
this was the result of the new music they were listening to, which
included Boyz II Men and Dr.
Dre. They have also mentioned
that their new material has been
recorded and was co-produced by
Andrew Dawson, who has previously worked with Kanye West
and Lil' Wayne. With all these elements, drummer Julian Harmon
creates infectious hip-hop beats
that will make heads bop, and
Jonathan and Chris Chu composes memorable melodies, and
keyboard/ synth lines. Something
that hasn't changed from their last
moniker is Chris Chu's marvelous vocals, which can go from a
quiet boy-next-door appeal, to the.
powerful high range attack.
There is definitely a drastic
change that happened for POP
ETC to get where they are today.
Their new music is significantly
different from their old releases,
but it still has a feel that's very
familiar and similar to The Morning Benders. Regardless of what
style of music this trio goes with,
one thing is certain: they can
make excellent, catchy, and feelgood music that's perfect for the
incoming summer season.

Courtesy of fairfeature.blogspot.com

Courtesy of (clockwise from top left corner): Stefanie Delsman, Esteban Hollister, Gabriel Ladd, Jazo Moises, Marshal Caro, Natalie Silacci

SMC Meme of the Week

Courtesy of SMC Memes

Stressed over the last four weeks of the
semester? Make a meme and post it on
the SMC Memes Facebook!
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OPiNloN
Why we still Politics are not simply red and blue
need the Third parties offer solutions for those tired of bipartisan antics
bJ lade Poner
Buffet rule
bJ
I
I
Opinion Editor

Jami111111111s

Staff Writer

t's no secret that our economy
isn't in the best shape, and the
impact of the upcoming 2012 presidential election is going to be crucial in determining the direction of
our economic recovery. Whether
you support Obama or Romney, it
can be agreed that something has
to be done to begin our journey
back to normal finances.
President Obama has proposed
the Buffett Rule, and while it has
been rejected in Congress, it is still
very much ali-•e on the campaign
trail. In our current tax system, a
large number of millionaires pay a
smaller percentage of their income
in taxes than the majority of middle class families. The proposition
gets its name from Warren Buffett,
who as one of the richest men in
the world pays a lower effective
tax rate than his secretary, which
just isn't fair.
According to the IRS, "22,000
households that made more than
$1 million in 2009 paid less than 15
percent of their income in income
taxes - and 1,470 managed to
pay no federal income taxes on
their million-plus-dollar incomes."
Now it seems that households
making in excess of $1 million
should be paying a certain amount
of taxes, but none at all? For millionaires to get away with paying
no taxes, while the majority of US
families are struggling through a
tough economic time, goes against
the principles of our country.
What the Buffett rule is proposing is simply that everyone pays
his or her fair share, and for millionaires that means a 30 percent
tax rate. As your income increases,
it seems reasonable that you pay
a larger percentage in taxes than
those having a harder time making
ends meet. This allows for taxes
to not increase for the 98 percent
of Americans who make less than
$250,000 a year, and gives them a
better chance at climbing the ladder of success.
As a country, a great first step
to economic recovery is to eliminate loopholes and low tax rates
for millionaires. According to
whitehouse.gov, "at time when
we need to pay down our deficit
and invest in the things that help
our ec:;onomy grow and keep our
country safe-education, research
and technology, a strong military,
Medicare and Social Securitygiving tax breaks to millionaires
simply doesn't make sense."
If the Buffett Rule is implemented, we could add $36-50
billion per year in additional tax
revenue. Because nearly every
elected Republican opposes the
rule it has a tough chance of becoming a reality, but if Obama is
elected it will be one of his main
strategies to turn the economy
in a more positive direction. In
the spirit of fairness, it seems like
our country could also move in a
positive direction if we stop allowing millionaires to get away with
minimal contributions to society.

n a little ov~r six months, the
United States will once again
decide who their next president will
be. Even though the Republican and
Democratic conventions aren't until
August, we already know who the
two main parties' candidates will be:
President Barack Obama and former
Governor Mitt Romney. The former
is a moderate liberal, and the latter
is a moderate conservative. It seems
that the theme of the upcoming election will be moderation.
But despite how moderate these
two candidates really are, they represent two parties that are bitterly
feuding for control, and taking this
bickering out on the American people. The current trend in congress is
to use severe bipartisan party divides,
and petty voting practices to injure
the other party. This means that nothing productive happens in Congress,
and when it does, it's usually in the
interest of party politics and has little
benefit for the people. Just take a look
at last year's debt ceiling crisis.
This idiotic squabbling led me
to one conclusion: we need a third
party. Yes, I know, most people will
argue that a vote for a third party is
a vote wasted, but a powerful third
party is what we need in order to
keep the Democrats and Republicans
from tearing themselves apart. Plus,
picking a third party might actually
allow your beliefs to be represented
in our government. I know that I
don't feel represented in the current
political system, and this is for one
clear reason. While I do like Obama

and the Democrats as they are the
only "liberal" politicians that have
any power in this country, they don't
really represent my views.
This is a common problem for
most Americans - our two parties
are too limited to really represent the
vast spectrum of belief that is present
in the United States. However, I can
guarantee that there is a third party

States, which advocates for internet
freedom. However, the three largest
and most popular parties are the
Constitution Party, the Green Party,
and the Libertarian Party.
The Constitution Party is based
upon the belief that "The sole purpose of the government. .. is to secure
our unalienable rights given to us by
our creator." Thus, this party believes

that perfectly matches what you think
our government should be doing. We
have several small parties that range
from the Socialist Equality Party to
the American Nazi Party (which are
not the same thing, as the Tea Party
would have you believe). There's
even the Pirate Party of the United

that there must be a greater emphasis
placed upon a literal interpretation of
the Constitution and Bill of Rights,
which guarantee these rights. They
also place a great deal of importance
on religion and God, and use these
beliefs to influence a lot of their
policies. This would probably be

considered a more conservative party.
The Green Party is the party that
I most identify with. It started with
politics that were based on combating environmental issues, but has
expanded to include a platform of
non-violence, feminism, community, and general social justice. This
party also puts a large emphasis on
grassroots organization, something
they say allows all members of their
party to be heard. They would be
considered liberal.
Then there's the Libertarian Party,
which does not associates itself with
either the liberal or the conservative
point of view. In short, they believe
in individual freedom and are against
any attempts by the government to
constrain this freedom. This means
that they are against laws that make
same-sex marriage illegal, and any
kind of government welfare. Some
would define them as social liberals
and economic conservatives, but in
reality they're just proponents for
very small government.
So in the months leading up to
the election, I encourage all of you
to examine what you truly want our
government to do, and vote for the
party that best represents those desires. Some people feel limited with a
choice between Obama and Romney,
but the reality is that there are many
more candidates to choose from.
And yes, right now it might seem
that a vote for a third party doesn't
really count. However, a third party
is what the United States really needs,
and every vote allows those forgotten
parties to become more prominent
and take action.

Could you please stop touching my belly?
Tosh.O host crosses line with creepy on-air request for viewers
bv Sara Desantis
Assistant Opinion Editor

ou are sitting next to a girl in
class. Do you a) do nothing;
b) talk to her; or c) lightly touch her
stomach? If you answered c, not
only do you have a problem that you
should talk to your therapist about,
but you might also be a regular viewer
of Tosh.O. Onarecentsegmentofhis
comedy show, Daniel Tosh asked his
viewers - who are mostly male - to
send in videos of them "lightly touching women's stomachs while they're
sitting down." And people actually
did it, because people are impressionable and obviously don't understand
personal space.
Understandably there has been
backlash from the female viewer
community, angry over the way
that Tosh said the touching should
be unprovoked, unexpected, and
apparently shame-inducing. "Be
careful," Tosh instructed his audience, "because they like to pretend
that they don't love it. "
Actually, we're not pretending.
Surprisingly, women do not wake up
in the morning and hope that some
random man will walk up and touch
their stomachs while they are sitting
at lunch or in a classroom. I know
that this is a comedy show and that
these pranks should be taken lightly,
but this one goes too far. Frankly,
this is sexist. It's not like he gave
the women a separate assignment

Y

to film themselves lightly pinching
men's love handles. And even if
someone did, would the viewers find
it as funny as humiliating women?
Unfortunately, it seems that unless
it is the men pulling the pranks, the
women have no chance.
I recognize that Tosh has money
to rake in and a large, mainly male
audience to please. However, when
your methods for attracting views
move into the sexual harassment
territory, then there is a problem that
needs to be recognized and stopped.
"Make sure she's aware that you are,
in fact, feeling a roll," Tosh added,

and his viewers made sure to do
just that. There are videos all over
and one student even touched his
teacher. Do you see the problem
here? This is encouraging inappropriate behavior that would normally be
considered harassment, but now it is
being allowed to run unchecked. In a
worst-sase scenario, "lightly touching
women's stomachs" could become
the next "kick a ginger" day. And I
am not okay with that.
Not only does rbis say that it is acceptable to violate a woman's personal space for the purpose of a comedy
show, but it is wholly embarrassing to

women. The fact that Tosh told his
viewers to feel for a roll purposefully
degrades the victims. Women like
their personal space just the same as
men do, so start respecting it.
My plea to everyone is to be careful
of what may seem like a joke to you,
but is not to others. "Lightly touching a woman's stomach" may seem
funny when you are watching people
online doing it and getting cheers
from their male cohorts, but imagine
a stranger creeping up to your mom
or your little sister and fondling them.
The truth is that it is not funny and
it is very insulting.
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Track concluding season
Ups, downs for runners in their first year as a 01 sport

MLB: A's can't win without salary cap
continued from page 8
cade, and the Toronto Blue Jays
could gain a little respect in their
division that is dominated by the
almighty dollar.
Don't get me wrong; it's not
just the Yankees that are guilty
of buying championships. Teams
such as the Red Sox and the
Dodgers are worth over $800 million as well. With no salary cap in
baseball, the big leagues will continue to be dominated by those
with the most money. Big fish in
a little pond always survive, right?
The money issue in baseball is
not only affecting the players. Fans
of unsuccessful teams, as loyal as
they can be, find it frustrating to

support consistent losing records
year after year. Although the Yankees have delighted me with 27
World Series rings, in my heart, I
know that only around twenty are
deserved.
Although it's highly unlikely,
I hope to see some sort of regulations imposed on spending in
professional baseball. Not even
diamond-studded rings on the
fingers of my favorite players will
satisfy my competitive love for the
sport until this change is made.
Until then, I'll secretly be rooting for the A's to win the American League title, but please keep
that on the down-low.

WCC: Three golfers All-Conference
continued from page 8
to our team and he has played onship is better than winning
into one of the best players in individually, that's for sure,"
the conference and a top college Ben Geyer added. "I know how
player. The way he played last much it means to Coach Hardy
summer gave him a lot of confi- personally. To finally get it done
dence. He knows he can win. To was really special and I know he
go out there and shoot that score was just stoked."
today... 66 is a great score on
After his Gaels won their
Courtesy of smcgaels.com
any course, let alone this course. first WCC Title, Hardy was
Alicia Doo~an ran the fastest time for the Gaels and finished ninth overall at Davis.
This course is really tough."
named the league's Coach of
Trevor Araujo, who has be- McCullaugh's classmate, Gilbert
Geyer wasn't the only Gael the Year. Hardy, who himself
bV Simon Trvzna
come a valuable member of the Mundo finished five seconds be- who had a good tournament. played for Saint Mary's from
Assistant Sports Editor
team after joining this past win- hind him, coming in at 13th with Senior Anders Engell tied for 1994-1999, has won the Coach
With the inaugural track sea- ter, recorded his best time in the a time of 4 : 12.
fifth place, finishing at 212, of the Year honors six previous
son coming to an end for Saint 3000 m steeplechase with a time
While the Woody Wilson Invi- four under par. After leading times, though he has never beMary's, the Gaels traveled to UC of 10:02, good for sixth place in tational was the last regular sea- the tournament for the first two fore won it after winning a title.
Davis on Saturday for the Woody the event.
son race for Saint Mary's first of- days, Freshman Jonathan De Geyer joined fellow junior Mac
Wilson Invitational. While the
After the 3000m steeplechase ficial track season, the Gaels will Los Reyes finished the tourna- McLung and senior Engell on
weather was mid to upper 80s, not was the women's 1500 m which look to place a few of the top run- ment in ninth place, finishing the All-WCC team while De
ideal for racing, three Gaels, Cor- featured three Gaels. Alicia Doo- ners in the extreme! com etitive-t-Hlll-f+·Hniier par a 21-4:Los Reyes earned honorable
mac McCullaugh, Trevor Araujo, han paced the Gaels with a time Brutus Hamilton Invitational,
"Winning the team champi- mention all-WCC.
and Christy Garcia were able to of 4:53 (just missing out her PR held at UC Berkeley on April 27.
set Personal Records (PRs) at the of 4:49) and finished ninth in the
Despite numerous injuries and BASEBALL: Santa Clara up next for Gaels
meet.
event. Sophomore Maureen May illnesses in their first season, the
continued from page 8
In the women's open 5000m also had a time of 4:53 which inaugural track team had some propelled the Toreros to a 12-3 open. This time the Toreros
race, Elizandra Obanda com- was good for third in her heat and success. The addition of a Diviwin. Saint Mary's starter Kyle scored four runs off Gaels startpeted alongside Emma Kroloff. eleventh. Freshman Cristy Gar- sion One track team is a positive
Barraclough was charged with er Ben Griset in the fourth inObanda finished the race 11th cia recorded a personal best time one as it gives the cross country
his sixth loss of the year after ning that saw San Diego open
with a time of 20:09 while Krol- of 5:05 which was good for ninth team competitive races to prepare
giving
up four runs, all earned, the game up and take a 5-1 lead.
off came in three spots behind in her heat and 19th overall.
them for the upcoming fall crossin
six
full
innings of work.
Next weekend Saint Mary's
her with a time of 20:45. FreshThe final event for Saint country season. Since many
In
the
rubber
match
of
the
is
on the road again, this time
man Nick Ellingson competed in Mary's was the men's 1500m. school records were shattered this
series,
the
Toreros
once
again
at
Santa Clara. The Gaels will
the same men's event and placed Freshman Cormac McCullaugh past spring, Gael fans can have
ninth at the race, finishing in set a personal best time of 4:07, high hopes for their cross-country proved to be too much for the look to pick up some wins
Gaels, winning 7-3. Like the against the only West Coast
15:59.
good for eight place in the event. team in the fall of 2012.
game before, San Diego used Conference team that has a rea big inning to blow the game cord worse than Saint Mary's.

========================

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Ben Greyer
Golf
The junior shot a
66 on the last day
of the wee Tournament to win the
individual title and
lead the Gaels to
their first team title.
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Go Gaels!
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Gaels win first trophy in program history

Need for
equal playing
field in MLB
bV Josh Mandell
Contributing Writer

I'm a Yankees fan. There, I
said it. Go ahead and begin the
boos and let me know when
you're done.
Glad we got that over with.
My beloved Bronx Bombers have
been at the epicenter of my sports
world since I was a day old. From
Babe Ruth to Robinson Cano, the
pinstripes have run through my
blood steadily and show no signs
of stopping. I am, however, a fan
of baseball more than just a fan
of the Yankees. This is why I am
about to expose and criticize my
favorite team. Now that I've got
all you Yankee haters on board,
this process should be a lot easier.
Without a salary cap in Major League Baseball, teams, if
wealthy enough, can ultimately
buy championships by purchasing the best players. The motive
for most baseball players, it seems,
is not to play the sport they love,
but rather to get the most money
possible.
Mark Texeira, Alex Rodriguez,
and C.C. Sabathia are getting
a total of $421 million over the
course of their contracts. That's
four
Courtesy of w ccsports.com

Junior Ben Greyer celebrates after making his last putt to win the individual West Coast Conference Title.

bv Simon Trvzna
Assistant Sports Editor

The 2011-2012 academic
year has been a year of firsts for
men's athletics at Saint Mary's.
After the men's soccer team
won their first ever West Coast
Conference title and advanced
to the NCAA Tournament Elite
Eight, the men's basketball
team won the regular season
title and the Conference Tournament in the same season. On
Wednesday April 18, the men's

golf team decided to crash the
title party, winning its first ever
league crown and adding yet another trophy to the growing trophy case in the lobby of McKeon Pavilion.
With a strong performance at
San Juan Oaks Golf Club, Saint
Mary's was able to win by nine
strokes over second place San
Francisco and an astonishing 22
strokes over third-place BYU.
On the 54-hole course, the Gaels
put together the fourth best team
score with a 20-under par 844.

The team shot 283 to win the
title.
"It feels good," said Coach
Scott Hardy. "It has been a long
time for me. I started as a player
in 1994 and I've been trying to
win this tournament ever since.
We've been close, but haven't
been able to pull it off. It is
something I've been trying to
accomplish for a long time."
Leading the Gaels was junior Ben Geyer, who started
as a walk-on, and became the
fourth Gael to ever earn med-

alist honors at the tournament.
He had the best individual score
and won the tournament on the
men's side. "It feels amazing,
not only to win the WCC Championship but to also get my first
collegiate win," said Geyer. "It
was nice to get that monkey off
my back. I really approached today by just focusing on one shot
at a time."
Even Hardy praised him after
the tournament, saying, "Ben
is amazing. He was a walk-on

GOLF, p7

hundred

and twenty-one

million dollars in eight years or
less. To put that into perspective,
that's 1.5 million Coach purses
and around 1200 Lamborghinis.
If all teams had the same buying power, it would completely
even the playing field and allow
teams to build successful franchises solely on managerial skills.
This would require intense strategizing both financially and on the
field to produce the best possible
team. That way, the Bay Area's
seemingly hopeless Oakland /l:s
squad might be able to come away
with a division title in the next de-

MLB, p7

Saint Mary's loses two of three against USO
Big innings by Toreros hurt Gaels who continue to struggle in
bV Simon Trvzna
----

Assistant Sports Editor

Martin Agosta's gem on Friday was one of the few highlights for the Gaels.

Courtesy of srncgaels.com

After getting off to a good
start behind junior ace Martin Agosta, Saint Mary's could
do little else in San Diego, as
the Gaels dropped their fourth
straight· conference series and
fell to 3-9 in wee and 18-19
overall.
Following a sweep of a doubleheader that gave the Gaels
a split of a four game series
against Hawaii, Martin Agosta
went on the mound in hopes of
giving Saint Mary's their third
straight win of the year. He did
just that, pitching seven strong
innings, giving up just one unearned run in the process while
striking out four. On a day like
that, Agosta needed only two

wee

runs for a win; the Gaels gave
him seven. Shawn O'Brien
drove in Cole Norton to get
the scoring started in the top
of the first. A two-run single
by Branden Kalfus and a sac
bunt by Ricky Boas that plated
one more in the fourth gave the
Gaels a four-run lead. Saint
Mary's added one more in the
fifth and two in the ninth. The
win improved Agosta's record
to 6-2.
In the second game of the
series, the Gaels had many
chances to take the lead against
the Toreros, and then some,
as they loaded the bases three
times and left eleven men on
base overall. But an eight run
seventh inning by San Diego

BASEBALL, p7

